
	  
	   

Christmas 
Program 

Please join us as our 
children present to their 
families and friends 
songs of the season on 
Thursday, December 8, 
at 6:30 pm. There will be 
a reception following the 
program. If you would 

like to provide some peanut free cookies for the reception you may 
sign up on the preschool sign up board. Once again, we will have 
photographers and a videographer so you can just enjoy the show. 
Pictures will be downloaded to a local drugstore and you will receive 
an email inviting you to view them and, if you would like, purchase 
some. A video of the entire performance will be shared through an 
email invitation. Be on the lookout for forms to return to school letting 
us know if you would like to be invited to view either the pictures or 
the video. 

Grace House Preschool 

Tuition is due  
December 1st. 

 
Upcoming Dates 

Dec.	  8th	  –	  Christmas	  
Program,	  6:30	  pm	  
Dec.	  9th	  –	  Angel	  Tree	  Gifts	  
Due	  
Dec.	  9th	  –	  Scholastic	  
Orders	  Due	  
Dec.	  11th	  –	  Repeat	  the	  
Sounding	  Joy	  at	  GPC,	  6pm	  
Dec.	  20th	  –	  GHP	  at	  Papa	  
John’s	  K’ville,	  5	  to	  9	  pm	  
Dec.	  20th	  &	  21st	  –	  Wear	  
pjs	  to	  school!	  
Dec.	  22nd	  –	  Jan.	  2nd	  –	  
Christmas	  Break	  
Dec.	  24th	  –	  Christmas	  Eve	  
Service	  at	  GPC,	  7	  pm.	  
Jan.	  3rd	  –	  Back	  to	  School!	  
	  
Sick Policy Reminder 
As cold and flu season have 
arrived, please take a 
moment to review the sick 
policy in your parent 
handbook for the protection 
of everyone.   

December	  2016 

Merry Christmas! 
One of my favorite Christmas specials of all time is “How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas.” It is such a beautiful story of how sharing love and 
friendship with even the hardest of hearts can change that heart 
forever. The Grinch is a Zaccheus like figure. Like the Grinch, 
Zaccheus was disliked and not trusted by anyone in the town where 
he lived either. But when Jesus asks to eat at his house everything 
changes for the tax collector and the result of being unconditionally 
loved by King Jesus makes him not only return what he had stolen (a 
la Grinch) but to give back four times the amount. And the Whos? 
They are like followers of Jesus everywhere who do not let anything 
steal the joy of knowing that “for to you is born this day a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.” God has come to save us and he will come back 
again. Me, I vacillate between being a Grinch and being a Who, but 
thankfully Jesus loves me no matter what part I am playing today. 
With God’s grace we can all be more like the Whos during this busy 
Christmas season because His grace is greater than all our sin. 
Grace to you, 
Lori 
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Inclement Weather 
(Snow Days) Policy 
When Winston-Salem 
Forsyth County Schools are 
closed due to inclement 
weather, we are closed.  If 
WSFCS are on a one or two 
hour delay, we open preschool 
at 10:00 am.  If it is raining we 
do offer carpool under the 
overhang outside the 
preschool entrance. 

Spring Consignment 
Sale Dates! 
Mark your calendars now; the 
spring sale will be March 17th 
and 18th.  We will need lots of 
volunteers to help us all 
through the week.  Details and 
sign ups will be posted in 
January. 

Thanks!  
Many thanks to the families 
that donated food to our food 
drive. Crisis Control was 
grateful for the donations. 

Congratulations! 
Colton Snipes in our Explorers 
class has a new sister. Shelby 
was born on November 23rd. 
Welcome to the Grace House 
family.                    

Changes to Lunch 
Bunch 
Beginning in December we 
will offer lunch bunch on 
Wednesday – Friday. The cost 
to attend is $5 per day. Please 
take advantage of this 
opportunity to help your child 
be more prepared for 
kindergarten and to have 
another kid free hour! 

	  

Christmas Gifts for the 
Children’s Hope Alliance 
Children’s Hope Alliance is the combination of 
Barium Springs and Grandfather Home for Children 
joining forces to serve children and families 
throughout North Carolina. They work hard to 
provide a safe, healing journey for hurting children and families, 
creating hope now and in the future. Their comprehensive services 
and programs are designed to give hope to our clients by providing a 
safe home, healing their hurt and encouraging a healthy start. 
 

Our preschool is partnering with Grace Presbyterian and the Alliance 
to provide Christmas gifts for the children living there.  Check out the 
“angel tree” on the bulletin board in the hallway leading to the 
preschool to see the wish lists from the children. If you would like to 
contribute a gift, take an ornament and return the gift unwrapped to 
preschool by Friday, December 9th. Thank you in advance for helping 
us to provide Christmas cheer for these kids.	  

Papa John’s Night  
On Tuesday, December 20th, our 
Kernersville Papa John’s Pizza has 
graciously agreed to give a portion of 
their sales from between the hours of 5 

and 9 pm to our preschool as a fundraiser! Your order can be placed 
for delivery or take out. Invite your friends and family to support our 
school by ordering a pizza too. Thank you for supporting our school. 

 

 
Scholastic Book Orders 
Today your child will be bringing home an order form for Scholastic 
Book Clubs. These books are a fraction of the price of books in stores 
and best of all, when you order from Scholastic, Grace House can earn 
free books for our classrooms as well. The order is due on December 
9th and we should have our order back before Christmas so if you 
would like to include a few Christmas gifts in your order you will have 
them back in time. If your order is a gift for a Grace House student, let 
me know and I will keep the order in the office for you to pick up at 
your convenience. After all, children are made readers on the laps of 
their parents. 
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The holidays are upon us and as you are cooking 
with chicken stock and other Campbell’s products, 
please remember to save the labels! (We only need 
the UPC code). We will use these labels to help 
supplement our budget. You can put them in a 
ziplock bag and our teachers will take care of 
them or you can drop them in the box on the 
preschool table in the hallway. This is the last year 
we will have this opportunity as Campbell’s is 
phasing out the program. 

Campbell’s products: Campbell’s, Franco-American, 
Pepperidge Farm, Swanson, Market Day, V8, and 
Prego all have labels for education. We only need 
the UPC code or the lid. For more information, go 
online to labelsforeducation.com. 

 

1

Little Peeps 
Psalm 139:14 "I praise you because I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made;"  
 

The Little Peeps are getting excited for 
Christmas! Every day we practice 
ringing our bells and singing our song 

for the Christmas Program. Please let us know if 
your child will not be participating.  Our Program 
is December 8th at 6:30pm.  It is very important to 
have your child dressed and in our classroom by 
6:15 pm. 
 

This month our theme is God’s gift of Jesus’s birth. 
Our color this month is blue and our animal is a 
bear.  We love to do simple crafts so please make 
sure you are checking out our artwork hanging in 
the hallway outside our classroom, or in their 
folders for items we have sent home.  We love our 
sensory playtime, which tends to turn into artwork. 
Please don't mind if they are a little dirty 
sometimes!  Mrs. Christy loves to play in the dirt 
and get good and dirty. Mrs. Kristen does NOT! :)  
 

We will continue to go outside unless it is raining 

2

so please make sure our Little Peeps have a 
jacket, socks, and shoes.  If we don't go on the 
playground we do go for a walk to see what God 
has created around us. We are working on our 
words and simple sign language, which even the 
smallest of the Little Peeps can use. (This is much 
better then crying, yelling or screaming in a 
classroom setting). We are also working on taking 
turns.  This is so very hard because we all want to 
do or have what our other friends have, but our 
Peeps are learning to be patient.  We also have 
started to work on skills that protect their 
safety.  We want the peeps to learn that when we 
call their name, they need to come to us and not 
run away from us as in a game of “catch me if you 
can.” I had my own child run away from me and 
into a parking lot at 18 months of age.  It was very 
scary. I don't want to see anyone get hurt running 
in the classroom either. 
 

Please make sure that we have a change of 
clothes for your child.  We are going to start 
keeping it in their box here at school so we 
always have one available.  
  

Mrs. Kristen and I continue to be amazed by our 
Little Peeps, who are "wonderfully made!” What 
an honor and blessing to love on your child and 
watch them grow and change each day!  Thank 
you for sharing them with us.  Merry Christmas, 
may God continue to bless you beyond your 
wildest dreams this Christmas and in the coming 
year! Mrs. Christy & Mrs. Kristen 
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Doodlebugs 
We are so thankful for our 
Doodlebug class!  We had so 
much fun in November 

learning about the color brown, rectangles, 
Thanksgiving, fall, and saying “thank you” to God 
for everything He gives us.  We have also been 
practicing for our Christmas program every day 
and can’t wait to sing for you on Thursday, 
December 8th at 6:30pm!  

This month we will learn about the birth of	  Jesus, 
as well as the color yellow, stars, winter, 

 
 

Turn your online shopping and 
searching into donations for Grace 

House Preschool 
 

FREE Membership.  Great  Deals. 
iGive.com is totally free. Plus, you get access to 
free shipping deals and exclusive coupons, on top 
of the great deals you'll find every day through the 
network of 1,700+ stores. Stores include: Walmart, 
Pottery Barn, REI, Staples, Petco, Expedia, Best 
Buy, QVC and many more. Best of all, up to 26% of 
your purchase at each store is donated to Grace 
House Preschool. Raise a Penny Per Search at 
www.iGive.com! Why not raise money every time 
you search the web? Try iGive’s search engine and 
enjoy free, easy fundraising for a good cause.  
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Tiny Turtles 
The Tiny Turtles are very busy 
learning. They love to do crafts and 
activities. This past week we 

reinforced our counting by throwing 
bean bags in a bucket and counting as 
we threw them.  Elijah scored the one 

basket, but it was all fun for everyone. They all have 
“scored big” by learning how to line up on our 
green tape. Singing songs is probably their most 
favorite activity. We are practicing our songs for the 
Christmas program and we sing their favorites too. 
We will add three new letters for the month, our 
color will be green and our new shape is the 
triangle. We will listen to stories about the first 
Christmas and Baby Jesus. The Christmas season 
will be celebrated with special snacks and activities. 
 

A note about the Christmas program: we will meet 
in Mrs. Leah and Mrs. April's room at 6:15 on the 
night of the program. We are preparing them now 
to line up in that room so they are familiar with the 
routine as we go to practice. We wish you and your 
family a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New 
Year!! Mrs. Mona and Ms. Charity 
 

Explorers 
We are so thankful for our Explorers 
class. We hope everyone had a great 
Thanksgiving holiday with your family.  

In December we will begin preparing 
for Christmas and learning about the 

birth of our Savior, the greatest gift ever given!! 
Our class will learn about Christmas traditions 
around the world and how families in other 

Super Starfish 
The Super Starfish are doing great with 
their work!!  They recently brought 
home their "farm" coloring pages. They 

did a great job using different colors and staying 
in the lines. Each week we cut and paste pictures 
in our word book. They are doing well in 
matching words so that the pictures are in the 
correct place. In circle time we have added sight 
words using only the letters we have worked on. 
We spell the word and then repeat what the 
word says. This month we will have four new 
letters (d, g, o, l) and will keep counting to 10. 
Our color for the month is green and our shape 
is a triangle. We are getting ready for 
our Christmas program by learning new songs. 
We will have a Happy Birthday Jesus party and 
have several crafts and activities for the season. 
We wish each of our children and their families 
a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
Mrs. Mona and Ms. Pam 

 

Check out the 
Christmas services at 

Grace Presbyterian on 
the back page.  All are 

      invited to attend. 
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Christmas, and the letters J, K, and L!  We will be 
making some Christmas ornaments, so leave some 
room on your tree!  Also, please be watching for 
information and a sign-up sheet for our Christmas 
parties on Tuesday, December 20th and Wednesday, 
December 21st.  We look forward to a month full of 
learning and Christmas fun!  We want to wish you and 
your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  - Mrs. Leah & Mrs. April	  

2

countries celebrate the Christmas holiday. We 
will have some fun with candy canes, 
gingerbread men, angels and reindeer.  

Our letters for the month are I and J. Our 
numbers will be 8 and 9. We will work on 
patterns and comparing objects. Everyone is 
working really hard on recognizing and writing 
their names.   

Please remember to have your child in the 
classroom at 6:15 on December 8th for our 
Christmas program. The Explorers are doing an 
AMAZING job with their songs! We are so proud 
of them. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
Ms. Beth, Ms. Ann and Ms. Robin 
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Trailblazers 
Merry Christmas and Happy Birthday 
Jesus! We are so excited about all the 
fun stuff happening in the Busy Bear 

classroom this month. We will be learning all 
about the true meaning of Christmas. With 
readings from the Bible each day we will learn a 
little more about the birth of our savior all month.  
  
Our letters for the month of December will be 
Dd, Gg and Oo.  We will work in our journals 
writing these letters, coloring, and cutting out 
pictures for each letter. Our science lessons will 
be about how animals need care during the 
winter months. We will make “peanut free” bird 
feeder to decorate our tree outside of our 
classroom. Hopefully we will see many different 
kinds of birds coming to eat our homemade 
treats.  In math, we will also be working on 
patterning and sequencing. In Social Studies 
there will be a lesson about how other cultures 
celebrate Christmas. Visiting such countries like 
Mexico, Greece, and France to name a few. Our 
color of the month will be red and our shape will 
be a star. 
 

We will celebrate Jesus' birthday on Monday, 
December the 19th so all our friends will have the 
opportunity to attend. Please be on the look out 
for a sign up to help with special snacks.  
As we get another month closer to Kindergarten, 
we will be moving to a “preschooler only zone” 
after the Christmas break. There will be a new 
line of red tape on the floor at our door. This will 
indicate that only teachers and the busy bears are 
permitted past the line for a normal school day. 
We want to equip all the students to come into 
the classroom on their own and unpack their 
book bags. This is a task that will be expected at 
“big kid school.”  
 

Ms. Jamie and I want to wish you and your family 
a very Merry Christmas and many blessings for 
the New Year! 
 

Mrs. Christy and Ms. Jamie 

Helping Children After 
Traumatic Situations 

Our world is full of scary, unpredictable, and tragic 
news. Children do not have to be directly impacted by 
a scary situation to develop worries and concerns. They 
hear and see the news, overhear adult conversations, 
and/or have family and friends who may be directly 
impacted by a wild fire, a hurricane, or college campus 
shooting. The way adults respond to children who have 
developed fears from terrible things happening in our 
world makes a huge difference in how they process 
negative experiences and are able to move forward.  

A common mistake is thinking children are unaffected 
because they may not show concern when we expect 
them to. Children may seem fine one day, but not the 
next. This is typical behavior and not at all unusual. In 
fact, children may grieve intensely and then go play. 
This doesn’t mean they are not affected or are too 
young to understand what happened. Nor does this 
mean they are “over it”.  

Children may be very blunt when asking questions. This 
does not mean they are uncaring. Keep in mind the way 
young children think. Children are egocentric which 
means they think of themselves and have difficulty 
seeing the perspective of another person. Additionally, 
be aware that questions about what happened may 
come up at inopportune times. Be patient and answer 
honestly and with facts. Children are also very literal in 
their thinking so avoid saying things like, “They are 
hanging on by a thread!’ to describe a situation. 
Children will believe someone is holding onto 
something as small as a piece of string in a disaster.  

Since many of the feelings and emotions that 
accompany a traumatic situation can be difficult to 
express, children will show how they feel through play. 
Play is natural for children and can be a healing way for 
them to process what has occurred. Children may re-
enact a situation by painting in colors of gray or black. 
A pile of blocks on a doll may represent a family 
stranded and in need of help. Adults can support a 
child by giving reflective feedback, describing the 

What is Advent? 
The church year begins with 
Advent and the birth of Jesus. 
It is not absolutely certain 
when this celebration started 

in the church, but by the 4th century when 
Constantine was converted, we find the celebration 
of Advent in the years that followed. 

Advent is derived from the Latin word for “coming.” 
It is the period of time before Christmas during 
which we wait and prepare for the coming of Jesus, 
first in His birth and also “when He comes again to 
judge the living and the dead” (The Apostles’ 
Creed and the Nicene Creed). Advent directs our 
attention to both ‘comings’ of Christ. This season in 
the church traditionally begins four Sundays before 
Christmas and extends through Christmas Eve. 

The Advent wreath is a tradition born in the 19th 
century. The wreath consists of four candles on the 
outside of the wreath and one in the middle. One 
candle is lit the first Sunday in Advent, two candles 
are lit the second Sunday of Advent, and so on. The 
first candle is the Prophecy candle (purple), the 
second is the Bethlehem candle (purple), the third 
is the Angels candle (pink), the fourth is the 
Shepherds candle (purple), and the fifth and center 
candle is the Christ candle (white). The pink candle 
is lit the third Sunday of Advent indicating the 
halfway point of the Advent celebration. Purple is 
used as a sign for royalty, and white (the Christ 
candle) is used as a sign of purity. Other 
denominations use blue and white candles and 
change the symbolism of the candles to love, joy, 
hope, and peace. 

	  

	  

	  

Remember	  to	  save	  your	  soup	  labels	  from	  all	  
your	  holiday	  cooking	  and	  link	  your	  VIC	  card	  
from	  Harris	  Teeter	  as	  well	  to	  our	  code:	  5662.	  
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LADIES' CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP EVENING: Ladies, join us for an evening of fun, 
fellowship and food on Tuesday, December 6th from 7 to 8:30pm in the fellowship 
hall. We will be enjoying Christmas goodies and painting with the help of an instructor. 
NO ARTISITC ABILITY NEEDED!  We would love to have you join us!  Call Kim Baum 
(336.210.6988) or Janie Hughes (610.703.0049) if you have questions. 

REPEAT THE SOUNDING JOY! An evening of Christmas music, fellowship, and fun 
featuring GPC-ers and friends: Sunday, December 11 at 6 pm. Admission is two cans of 
food per person. All proceeds go to Crisis Control Ministries of Kernersville. 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS SERVICE on Christmas Eve at 7:00 pm. This is a one hour 
candlelight service with songs and the message of the season. Children are welcome.  

 

 


